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CHAPTER  VI.

FROM THE DISCOVERY OF THE NEW WORLD TO
ENGLAND'S LOSS OF CALAIS.

1492-1558.

AT this juncture of England's commercial
history the country was governed by an apa-
thetic ruler, and a Parliament that subserved
his mood. After the passing of Perkin War-
beck, Henry VII. devoted himself more closely
than ever to the augmentation of his treasury.
There were advantages as well as disadvantages
attending this miserly devotion. Though trade
was not directly encouraged by it, it made for
peace in the land, and so long as no new pro-
hibitions were imposed there was prosperity.

There had been no marked increase of popu-
lation during this period. In fact, throughout
the fourteenth, fifteenth, and sixteenth cen-
turies the population of England and Wales
remained about the same, at no time probably
exceeding three millions. There had been but
one year of famine in the fifteenth century
(1438), and one year of dearth (1482), so that
those causes of depopulation had not been
recurrent. War had been the great destroyer.

The trade prospect when Henry VIII. suc-
ceeded to the throne in 1509 was generally
favourable. England was still far behind
Flanders, France, and Italy in manufactures,
and as yet had but a faint perception of her
own resources. There was an increase in the
coal trade, and mining operation were profitably